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Resources Related to the 2021 Capitol Insurrection 

Compiled by the Center to Improve Social and Emotional Learning & School Safety. 

The following resources are intended to support educators in addressing the January 6 insurrection on the U.S. Capitol.  

 
 

Responding to the Insurrection at the U.S. Capitol 

Facing History and Ourselves 

This resource is designed to help guide an initial classroom reflection on the insurrection. This can include 

establishing discussion norms, creating a space for reflection, and exploring strategies for following the news. 

 

Talking to Kids About the Violence at the U.S. Capitol 

Common Sense Media 

This page offers discussion questions and tips for educators and families to address recent events with children 

of different age groups (ages 2-7, ages 8-12, and teens). 

 

Leading Conversations After the Insurrection in Washington D.C. 

Teaching Tolerance 

This article offers strategies and discussion questions for facilitating classroom conversations about the 

insurrection. 

 

Discussing Political Violence and Extremism with Young People 

Anti-Defamation League (ADL) 

This page offers lesson ideas such as: disinformation and the lead-up to the siege, the events’ connection to the 

Electoral College’s certification of election results, and the contrast in law enforcement’s response to the Capitol 

siege compared to its response to the Black Lives Matter protests.  

 

Three Ways to Teach the Insurrection at the U.S. Capitol 

PBS NewsHour Extra 

This page offers three lesson ideas for middle or high school classes, including a discussion of the facts, a 

comparison of law enforcement’s response to the Capitol siege compared to its response to the Black Lives 

Matter protests, and a discussion on political leaders’ speech. 

 

6 Ways to Help Students Make Sense of the Capitol Siege 

EducationWeek 

This article offers six ideas for how educators can help students connect the Capitol siege to current and 

historical events, analyze it through art and literature, and examine it as a consequence of our current 

information landscape. 

 
The findings, conclusions, recommendations, or other content contained in these materials are those of their authors or developers and 

do not necessarily reflect positions or policies of WestEd. 
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https://www.facinghistory.org/educator-resources/current-events/responding-insurrection-us-capitol
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/talking-to-kids-about-the-violence-at-the-us-capitol
https://www.tolerance.org/magazine/leading-conversations-after-crisis
https://www.sutori.com/story/discussing-political-violence-and-extremism-with-young-people--3tm3oXLqgApFvjqTx32nG5vE
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/daily-videos/classroom-resource-insurrection-at-the-u-s-capitol/
https://www.edweek.org/teaching-learning/6-ways-to-help-students-make-sense-of-the-capitol-siege/2021/01

